BACARDI FILES FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (FOIA) REQUEST
IN HAVANA CLUB RUM MATTER

Bacardi seeks FOIA information from U.S. Department of Treasury in decision granting
trademark registration of Havana Club to Cuban government

Coral Gables, Fla., February 1, 2016 — Bacardi has filed a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
request with the U.S. Department of Treasury to bring to light the reasons for the decision to
grant the renewal of the illegally obtained trademark registration of Havana Club to the Cuban
government. Bacardi contends this decision was done in violation of the language and spirit of
U.S. law.

Bacardi seeks all documents, communications and files that were created, used, or maintained by
the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office (PTO), Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC), U.S.
Department of State, Executive Office of the President of the United States (POTUS), the
National Security Council (NSC), U.S. Department of Treasury and/or any third parties relating
to the Havana Club rum trademark registration action.

The action stems from a January 11, 2016, decision by the U.S. government in violation of
Section 211 and long-standing OFAC policy to abruptly reverse its position and grant the
license. Within 48 hours, after years of inactivity, the PTO approved the renewal of the
registration of a trademark for a brand which was confiscated without compensation from its
founders into the hands of the Cuban government — even though Congress has prohibited U.S.
courts from recognizing it.

“We are filing this Freedom of Information Act request because the American people have the
right to know the truth of how and why this unprecedented, sudden and silent action was taken
by the United States government to reverse long-standing U.S. and international public policy
and law that protects against the recognition or acceptance of confiscations of foreign
governments,” says Eduardo Sanchez, senior vice president and general counsel, Bacardi. “When
the highest and most powerful government agencies are not transparent about critical changes in
policy, the public has the right and the responsibility to use FOIA requests and other tools at their
disposal to hold the government accountable for its actions.”

Bacardi purchased the rights to the Havana Club trademark from the creators and original owners
— the Arechabala family — who made their rum in Cuba from the 1930s until 1960 and exported it
to the U.S. and other countries until their rum-making facilities and assets were illegally seized
without compensation during the Cuban revolution.

“Bacardi believes that vital government agencies should not be able to ignore Lanham Act
obligations or disregard the general legal requirements of government agencies and courts under
Section 211 and related legislations to protect expropriated properties and uphold critical
provisions of the embargo,” adds Sanchez, as previous U.S. administrations have denied license
applications from the Cuban government seeking the rights to maintain Cuba’s illegally obtained
U.S. trademark registration for Havana Club.



Bacardi has been selling Havana Club rum in the United States since the mid-1990s. After
numerous legal battles, the Cuban government’s fraudulently obtained U.S. trademark
registration for the brand expired in 2006. U.S. courts have consistently ruled that the Cuban
government and its joint venture partner have no rights to the Havana Club trademark in the U.S.

Bacardi has been a long-time supporter of trademark rights for legitimate trademark holders and
remains committed to defending the fundamental rights against confiscations without
compensation. The company supports both legislation and legal action to uphold the principle of
protection of trademarks and ensuring trademarks that have been confiscated by the Cuban
government without consent of their rightful owners not be recognized by the international
community.

Bacardi has and will continue to pursue all the necessary legal and other actions to defend its
position surrounding the legitimacy of its rights and ownership of Havana Club rum. As the
company has maintained all along, Bacardi is the legitimate owner of the brand.
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About Bacardi

Bacardi, the largest privately held spirits company in the world, produces and markets
internationally recognized spirits and wines. The company boasts a portfolio of some of the most
iconic and top-selling spirits brands including BACARDI® rum, GREY GOOSE® vodka,
DEWAR'S® blended Scotch whisky, BOMBAY SAPPHIRE® gin, CAZADORES® 100% blue
agave tequila, MARTINI® vermouth and sparkling wines, and other leading and emerging
brands.

Founded nearly 154 years ago in Santiago de Cuba on February 4, 1862, family-owned Bacardi
manufactures its brands at 29 facilities and sells in more than 160 countries. Based in Hamilton,
Bermuda, Bacardi Limited refers to the Bacardi group of companies, including Bacardi
International Limited.
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