
 
TEQUILA CAZADORES® BIOMASS BOILER CUTS DISTILLERY’S CARBON FOOTPRINT 

 

Brand gives up fossil fuels and distills tequila under its own green-energy steam in Mexico 
 

Hamilton, Bermuda, May 3, 2016 – Few things are more organic than growing your own renewable fuel like Tequila 

CAZADORES® does in the picturesque Highlands of Jalisco, Mexico. The premium tequila brand’s fairly new, 

massive biomass boiler sits juxtaposed to the peaceful, rolling Arandas hills and fields ridged and furrowed with red 

earth and orderly lines of spiky blue-leaved agave plants. Nothing goes to waste here. The plants are used to make the 

liquid and power the distillery. With parts large enough for groups of people to walk through, and a colossal 

arrangement of pipes and rugged engineering, the new boiler at the Tequila CAZADORES distillery is 100% biomass 

fueled and is a model of forward-thinking, eco-conscious ingenuity. 

 

The Arandas-based Tequila CAZADORES distillery’s biomass boiler harnesses every bit of green energy it can from 

the discards made during regular production of the brand’s top-shelf spirits. But the “greening” doesn’t stop there as 

the ashes created within the boiler are used for composting, transforming the ashes into a nutrient-rich soil 

supplement.  

 

About 60% of the biofuel used to produce the world-renowned Tequila CAZADORES, known for using only blue 

agave, comes from spent agave fibers, which equates to about 11,000 tons a year. The other 40% is made up of about 

8,000 tons of carbon-neutral, renewable fuel sources such as clean waste wood, biomass briquettes, sawdust, carbon, 

nut end coconut shell, and tree cuttings. In fact, half of the biomass used comes from what used to be considered 

waste. Together, the organic materials fill the enormous biomass boiler where they are transformed into the fuel 

needed to generate the steam power required for the agave sugar extraction process, cooking and distillation of the 

brand’s tequila, using the same original recipe from 1922. 

 

As part of the Bacardi portfolio of premium spirits brands, Tequila CAZADORES is doing its part to advance the 

Company’s corporate responsibility to be “Good Spirited.” The Arandas tequila distillery, established in 1973, 

adeptly reduced greenhouse-gas (GHG) emissions by more than 80% when it swapped out the two fossil-fuel 

dependent boilers that used 2,000 tons of heavy fuel oil each year for the new, clean-burning biomass boiler. This 

GHG reduction is equivalent to 6,500 tons of CO2. However, the benefits of the conversion didn’t stop there—the 

new boiler also reduced noise pollution by about 20% compared to the old boilers. 

 

“Global climate changes have the potential to affect Bacardi and the production of our brands. Understanding these 

realities, we are continuing our focus to minimize environmental impacts companywide,” says Eduardo Vallado, vice 

president of supply chain and manufacturing for Bacardi in the Americas. “Our Good Spirited initiative is part of our 

legacy, vital to our growth and sustainability, and this biomass boiler changeover in Mexico, one of many to come, 

represents our steadfast commitment to our customers and consumers to make the best quality spirits in the most 

responsible ways.” 

 

The immense boiler conversion took 18 months to plan, 10 months to execute, and has been in operation for more 

than one year. The Arandas facility’s biomass boiler is the largest among all of the Bacardi facilities worldwide. The 

Tequila CAZADORES distillery, which employs more than 100 people, was named the Company’s in-house 2015 

Good Spirited Award Production Facility Sustainability Project Winner. But Tequila CAZADORES has also received 

accolades from outside as well for its eco-conscious changes including being named a Socially Responsible Company 

with an ESR award from the Mexican Center for Philanthropy. Moreover, the distillery is received a “Clean Industry” 

certification from the Mexican government’s Environment Council. 

 

During the project, many lessons were learned, which will help other facilities within the Bacardi global 

infrastructure as they opt for greener technology to reach the Company’s long-term sustainability goals. “Tequila 

CAZADORES strives to be the most sustainable tequila in the world and the Arandas biomass boiler is leading the 

way. The tequila distillery’s measurable economic and environmental achievements make it an exceptional example 

of the Bacardi environmental stewardship mission,” adds Vallado. 



 

Since 2006, when Bacardi began tracking its global impact on the environment, it has improved water use efficiency 

by 46% and reduced GHG intensity ratio by 46%. Building on current programs and efficiencies that reduce its 

environmental impacts, the Bacardi Limited “Good Spirited” sustainability program sets specific goals in three areas 

to help the Company reach its vision of a net zero impact: 

 

1. Responsible Sourcing: Bacardi strives to obtain all raw materials and packaging from sustainably sourced, 

renewable or recycled materials while maintaining or enhancing the economic status of growers and 

suppliers. By 2017, the goal is to obtain 40% of the sugarcane-derived products used to make its rum from 

certified, sustainable sources – and 100% by 2022. This pledge from Bacardi is an industry first. 

2. Global Packaging: Bacardi commits to use eco-design to craft sustainability into its brand packaging and 

point-of-sale materials. By 2017, Bacardi plans to reduce the weight of its packaging by 10% and achieve 

15% by 2022. 

3. Operational Efficiencies: Bacardi continues to focus on reducing water use and GHG emissions with a 2017 

goal to cut water use by 55% and GHG emissions by 50%. In addition, Bacardi aims to eliminate landfill 

waste at all of its production sites by 2022. 

 

To learn more about Bacardi Limited and its “Good Spirited: Building a Sustainable Future” environmental initiative 

for sourcing, packaging and operational efficiencies across the entire Bacardi family of premium spirits and wine 

brands, visit http://www.bacardilimited.com/good-spirited. 

 

About Tequila CAZADORES 
Tequila CAZADORES is one of the most popular premium tequilas in Mexico and the United States. Tequila 

CAZADORES is made with 100% blue agave grown, harvested and distilled in the Highlands of Jalisco, Mexico, 

recognized as the premier agave growing region in the world, resulting in a smoother, more flavorful taste. The 

Tequila CAZADORES® brand is part of the portfolio of Bacardi Limited, headquartered in Hamilton, Bermuda. 

Bacardi Limited refers to the Bacardi group of companies, including Bacardi International Limited. 

www.cazadores.com 

 

About Bacardi Limited 

Bacardi Limited, the largest privately held spirits company in the world, produces and markets internationally 

recognized spirits and wines. The Bacardi brand portfolio comprises more than 200 brands and labels, including 

BACARDÍ® rum, GREY GOOSE® vodka, DEWAR’S® Blended Scotch whisky, BOMBAY SAPPHIRE® gin, 

MARTINI® vermouth and sparkling wines, CAZADORES® 100% blue agave tequila, and other leading and 

emerging brands including WILLIAM LAWSON’S® Blended Scotch whisky, ERISTOFF® vodka, and ST-

GERMAIN® elderflower liqueur. Founded 154 years ago in Santiago de Cuba on February 4, 1862, family-owned 

Bacardi manufactures its brands at 30 facilities and sells in more than 160 countries. Bacardi Limited refers to the 

Bacardi group of companies, including Bacardi International Limited.  www.BacardiLimited.com 
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